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john rutter the lord bless you and keep you lyrics When exploring the rich landscape of
contemporary choral music, few works resonate as deeply as John Rutter's arrangements and
compositions. Among his most beloved pieces is "The Lord Bless You and Keep You," a song that
beautifully encapsulates blessings, hope, and spiritual reassurance. This piece, often performed in
religious services, concerts, and special occasions, has touched countless hearts worldwide. Its
lyrics, combined with Rutter's masterful musical setting, create an uplifting and harmonious
experience that continues to inspire audiences across generations. In this article, we delve into
the origins of "The Lord Bless You and Keep You," analyze its lyrics in detail, explore the
significance of the song in choral repertoire, and provide insights for performers and enthusiasts
alike. Whether you're a choir director, a singer, or a music lover, understanding the depth behind
this piece enhances appreciation and performance.

Background and Context of "The Lord Bless You and Keep

You

John Rutter: A Brief Overview

John Rutter is a renowned British composer, conductor, and arranger celebrated for his
contributions to choral music. With a career spanning several decades, Rutter has crafted a vast
repertoire of choral works characterized by lyrical melodies, rich harmonies, and accessible
arrangements. His compositions often draw inspiration from religious texts, poetry, and
traditional melodies, making his work popular among church choirs and secular ensembles alike.
Some of his most notable works include "Requiem," "Magnificat," and numerous Christmas carols.
Rutter's style is distinguished by its clarity, emotional depth, and craftsmanship, which have made
his music a staple in choral circles worldwide.

The Origin of "The Lord Bless You and Keep You"

"The Lord Bless You and Keep You" is an arrangement of a traditional Jewish blessing, originally
known as the Birkat Kohanim or Priestly Blessing. This blessing appears in the Book of Numbers
(6:24-26) in the Hebrew Bible and has been recited by Jewish priests for centuries. John Rutter's
setting of this ancient blessing was first published in the late 20th century and has since become
one of his most performed pieces. Its simplicity and profound message of divine protection and
favor make it an ideal choice for various ceremonies, including weddings, church services, and
memorials.
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Analysis of the Lyrics

Full Lyrics of "The Lord Bless You and Keep You"

The lyrics are a poetic rendering of the biblical blessing, often sung in a gentle, hymn-like style:

The Lord bless you and keep you, Make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you, The Lord
turn his face toward you and give you peace. This concise yet powerful text encapsulates several
themes: - Divine Blessing - Protection and Favor - Grace and Compassion - Peace and Well-being

Breakdown of Each Line and Its Significance

1. The Lord bless you and keep you

This opening line emphasizes divine protection and blessing, invoking God's favor upon the
listener. It echoes the biblical promise of protection, suggesting a sense of security and
spiritual safeguarding.

2. Make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you

This line refers to God's grace and benevolence. The phrase "face shine upon you" is a biblical
metaphor for divine favor and approval, highlighting the wish for divine kindness and grace to
be bestowed upon the recipient.

3. The Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace

The closing line invokes God's attentiveness and the gift of peace—shalom. It underscores the
desire for serenity, harmony, and well-being in one's life, emphasizing spiritual tranquility.

Themes and Messages Conveyed

- Divine Protection: The blessing seeks God's safeguarding over individuals' lives. - Grace and
Favor: It requests divine benevolence and kindness. - Peace and Serenity: The ultimate wish for
inner and outer peace. - Universal Hope: The words transcend religious boundaries, offering
comfort and hope across different communities.

The Musical Setting by John Rutter

Arrangement Characteristics

John Rutter's arrangement of "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" is notable for its simplicity and
emotional impact. The composition typically features: - A gentle, flowing melody that is easy to
sing - Harmonies that support and enrich the vocal lines - A moderate tempo that allows for
reflection and sincerity - Use of SATB (Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass) choir arrangements, often with
optional solo or unison parts



Performance Tips

- Expression: Singers are encouraged to convey the warmth and sincerity of the blessing. -
Dynamics: Gentle crescendos and decrescendos enhance emotional depth. - Diction: Clear
articulation ensures the profound meaning of the lyrics resonates. - Phrasing: Emphasize the
natural pauses to allow the message to breathe and impact the audience.

Common Performance Contexts

- Wedding ceremonies - Religious services and church gatherings - Memorial services and
funerals - Concerts and choral festivals

Why "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" Remains Popular

Universal Appeal and Spiritual Comfort

The universal message of divine blessing and peace makes it relevant across various faiths and
cultures. Its simplicity allows it to be accessible to diverse audiences, providing comfort and hope
in times of joy and sorrow.

Ease of Performance

The arrangement's straightforward melody and harmonies make it suitable for choirs of all levels.
It can be performed by small ensembles or large choirs, making it versatile for different settings.
Emotional Impact

The words and music evoke a sense of calm, reassurance, and spiritual connection, often leaving
audiences moved and inspired. Its capacity to foster reflection and unity is a testament to its
enduring significance.

Adaptability

Performers often adapt the arrangement to suit specific occasions, adding solos, instrumental
interludes, or incorporating different languages, thus maintaining its relevance and freshness.

How to Find and Use the Lyrics and Sheet Music

Sources for Lyrics and Scores

- Official publications by John Rutter - Choir and music retailers - Online music platforms offering
choral arrangements - Church music resources and hymnals
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Tips for Singers and Conductors

- Practice with attention to diction and phrasing - Incorporate expressive dynamics to enhance
emotional delivery - Encourage choir members to internalize the message for heartfelt singing -
Use appropriate accompaniment or a cappella settings based on the occasion

Legal and Licensing Considerations

Ensure that you acquire the necessary rights or permissions before performing or distributing the
arrangement publicly.

Conclusion

"The Lord Bless You and Keep You" by John Rutter stands as a testament to the power of simple,
heartfelt music to convey profound messages. Its lyrics, rooted in biblical tradition, combined with
Rutter’s delicate and expressive musical setting, create a piece that continues to inspire, comfort,
and uplift audiences around the world. Whether performed in sacred spaces or secular concerts,
this blessing remains a timeless expression of hope, protection, and divine grace. For choir
directors, singers, and music enthusiasts, embracing this piece offers an opportunity to connect
deeply with the spiritual and emotional core of choral music. Its enduring popularity is a
reflection of its universal message and the exquisite craftsmanship of John Rutter’s arrangement.
Keywords for SEO Optimization: - John Rutter the Lord Bless You and Keep You lyrics - "The Lord
Bless You and Keep You" song lyrics - John Rutter choral music - biblical blessings in music -
popular choral arrangements - how to perform "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" - meaning of
the blessing lyrics - John Rutter arrangements - spiritual songs for choir - wedding and funeral
music - divine blessing song lyrics

John Rutter’s “The Lord Bless You and Keep You” Lyrics: A Deep Dive into Its Meaning and
Significance

Introduction to John Rutter and His Musical Legacy

John Rutter, a renowned British composer and conductor, has left an indelible mark on choral
music with his compelling compositions that blend traditional choral styles with contemporary
sensitivity. Among his numerous works, "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" stands out as a
beloved piece, often performed at weddings, memorial services, and religious gatherings
worldwide. Its lyrics, adapted from the biblical blessing in Numbers 6:24-26, encapsulate a
profound message of divine protection, grace, and benediction.

In this review, we will explore the origins of the piece, analyze its lyrical components, discuss its
musical setting, and reflect on its emotional and spiritual impact.

Origin and Context of “The Lord Bless You and Keep You”

Historical Background



"The Lord Bless You and Keep You" is a choral composition by John Rutter, crafted in the late
20th century. It is based on the traditional biblical blessing, which has been recited for centuries
in Jewish and Christian liturgies. Rutter’s version is a musical adaptation that elevates the text
through his signature lush harmonies and expressive melodies.

Usage and Popularity

1. Frequently performed at weddings, symbolizing divine blessing upon newlyweds.
2. Often included in memorial services, offering comfort and hope.
3. Popular in church concerts and choral festivals, appreciated for its simplicity and depth.

Exploring the Lyrics: Biblical Roots and Thematic Significance

The Biblical Origin

The lyrics are a direct paraphrase of the blessing from Numbers 6:24-26:
> "The Lord bless you and keep you;

> The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto you;

> The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace."

This ancient blessing has been a source of comfort and reassurance for centuries, embodying a
prayer for divine favor, protection, grace, and peace.

The Thematic Layers
Rutter’s adaptation captures several key themes:

1. Divine Blessing and Protection: The opening lines emphasize God's protective nature.
2. Grace and Favor: The blessing of grace signifies unmerited divine kindness.
3. Peace and Well-being: The concluding wish for peace reflects wholeness and serenity.

The Power of the Words

The lyrics’ simplicity allows for deep emotional resonance. They serve as a universal prayer,
transcending cultural and denominational boundaries, making the piece accessible and
meaningful for diverse audiences.

Musical Composition and Arrangement by John Rutter
Style and Mood
Rutter’s arrangement is characterized by:

1. Lush Harmonies: Rich choral textures that evoke warmth and serenity.
2. Accessible Melody: A singable, flowing melody that invites participation.
3. Expressive Dynamics: Use of soft and crescendo passages to build emotional intensity.

Structure
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Typically, the piece is set as a short but impactful arrangement:

Introduction: A gentle opening that sets a contemplative tone.
Main Theme: The lyrical lines delivered with lyrical phrasing.
Harmonic Development: Harmonies that support and enhance the text’s meaning.

B W N -

Climax and Resolution: A culminating harmony that emphasizes the blessing’s hopefulness,
followed by a gentle closing.

Instrumentation and Accompaniment

1. Usually performed a cappella or with piano accompaniment.
2. Some arrangements incorporate organ or orchestral backing for grandeur.

Emotional and Spiritual Impact
Conveying Comfort and Assurance

The piece’s musical simplicity combined with profound lyrics creates a powerful sense of
reassurance. It functions as a musical prayer, offering solace to those in grief or celebration alike.

Fostering Connection

Singers and audiences alike often find their spirits uplifted through its singable melody and
heartfelt message. It encourages communal participation, fostering a sense of shared blessing
and unity.

Reflection on Its Use in Ceremonies

1. Weddings: As a closing benediction, symbolizing divine blessing upon the union.
2. Funerals: Offering peace to grieving families, reminding them of divine care.
3. Religious Services: Reinforcing themes of divine grace and protection.

Analyzing the Lyrics: Deeper Interpretations
“The Lord bless you and keep you”

1. Meaning: A prayer for divine safeguarding and favor.
2. Implication: A reminder that divine protection is ongoing and unconditional.

“The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto you”

1. Meaning: An invocation of divine benevolence and grace.
2. Implication: Emphasizes the joyful and gracious nature of God's face shining upon His
followers.

“The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace”

1. Meaning: A wish for divine approval and inner peace.
2. Implication: Represents the culmination of divine blessing, encompassing both external well-
being and internal serenity.



The Overall Message

The lyrics serve as a succinct prayer that encapsulates the essence of divine love, care, and
peace. They remind us of the spiritual presence that sustains and nurtures us, especially in
moments of transition or reflection.

The Artistic Interpretation and Performance Practice
Vocal Technique and Expression
Performers often emphasize:

1. Expressive Phrasing: To highlight the prayerful nature.
2. Dynamic Control: Using soft dynamics to evoke intimacy, and crescendo for emotional build-up.
3. Blend and Balance: Achieving a unified sound that reflects collective blessing.

Audience Engagement

Audiences are typically moved by the sincerity of the performance, often closing their eyes or
joining in singing, feeling the universal message of divine blessing.

Variations and Arrangements
While Rutter’s version remains the most popular, many choirs and musicians have adapted it:

1. Including different vocal arrangements (SATB, SSA, TTBB).
2. Adding instrumental accompaniments for special occasions.
3. Incorporating translation or paraphrased texts for diverse audiences.

The Cultural and Spiritual Significance
Across Religious Traditions

1. Jewish Origin: The blessing originates from Jewish liturgy, often recited by priests or elders.

2. Christian Adoption: Widely used in Christian worship, especially in Anglican, Catholic, and
Protestant traditions.

3. Universal Appeal: Its message resonates beyond specific faiths, embraced as a universal prayer
for well-being.

In Contemporary Context

In modern times, the piece has become a symbol of hope and reassurance amid global challenges,
reminding communities of divine grace and peace.

Final Thoughts: Why “The Lord Bless You and Keep You” Continues to Inspire

John Rutter’s musical setting of this biblical blessing is more than just a choral piece; it is a vessel
carrying a timeless message of divine care and peace. Its lyrical simplicity, combined with
Rutter’s lush harmonic language, allows it to transcend its biblical origins and become a universal
prayer for comfort and hope.
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Whether performed at a wedding, a memorial, or a worship service, "The Lord Bless You and

Keep You" continues to touch hearts, inspiring faith and unity through its harmonious blend of

words and music. Its enduring popularity is a testament to its profound spiritual resonance and

artistic beauty, making it a cherished part of the choral repertoire worldwide.

In conclusion, understanding the lyrics of John Rutter’s "The Lord Bless You and Keep You"

reveals a layered and meaningful prayer that has touched countless lives. Its musical setting

amplifies the depth of its message, making it a timeless piece that celebrates divine grace,

protection, and peace—values that remain universally relevant.

Questions & Answers About john rutter the lord bless you

and keep you lyrics

Bless You and Keep You'
popular in choral performances?

N Question Answer
o

1 What is the origin of 'The Lord 'The Lord Bless You and Keep You' is a traditional Jewish
Bless You and Keep You' by John | blessing adapted by composer John Rutter into a choral
Rutter? arrangement, inspired by the biblical Priestly Blessing

from Numbers 6:24-26.

2 | Are the lyrics of John Rutter's Yes, the lyrics are based on the biblical Priestly Blessing
‘The Lord Bless You and Keep from Numbers 6:24-26, which is a well-known Jewish
You' based on a biblical text? blessing used in many religious services.

3 How does John Rutter's Rutter's arrangement features lush choral harmonies
arrangement of 'The Lord Bless | and a contemporary yet reverent musical style that
You and Keep You' differ from enhances the spiritual and emotional impact of the
traditional versions? biblical blessing.

4 Is 'The Lord Bless You and Keep | Yes, the piece is widely appreciated for its universal
You' by John Rutter suitable for | message of blessing and well-wishing, making it suitable
non-Christian audiences? for diverse audiences regardless of religious

background.

5 | Where can I find the lyrics to The lyrics are available in the published choral score and
John Rutter's 'The Lord Bless can often be found on music websites, choral forums, or
You and Keep You'? official sheet music retailers online.

6 | Why is John Rutter's 'The Lord Its beautiful harmony, meaningful lyrics, and emotional

depth make it a favorite for graduations, religious
services, and special occasions worldwide.

John Rutter, The Lord Bless You and Keep You, choral music, hymn lyrics, sacred music, choir

anthem, Christian music, vocal arrangement, religious lyrics, Rutter compositions




	John Rutter The Lord Bless You And Keep You Lyrics
	Background and Context of "The Lord Bless You and Keep You"
	John Rutter: A Brief Overview
	The Origin of "The Lord Bless You and Keep You"

	Analysis of the Lyrics
	Full Lyrics of "The Lord Bless You and Keep You"
	Breakdown of Each Line and Its Significance
	Themes and Messages Conveyed

	The Musical Setting by John Rutter
	Arrangement Characteristics
	Performance Tips
	Common Performance Contexts

	Why "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" Remains Popular
	Universal Appeal and Spiritual Comfort
	Ease of Performance
	Emotional Impact
	Adaptability

	How to Find and Use the Lyrics and Sheet Music
	Sources for Lyrics and Scores
	Tips for Singers and Conductors
	Legal and Licensing Considerations

	Conclusion
	Questions & Answers About john rutter the lord bless you and keep you lyrics


